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TOTAL CREDI T HOURS; 45 hours

COURSE DESCRI PTI ON

Human growt h and psychol ogi cal devel opnent, from conception through late
chil dhood, will be studied with an enphasis on the characteristic

devel opnental changes in a person's behavior, that are a result of the
interactive and interdependent effects of maturation and experience.
Psychol ogi cal net hodol ogy, research, concepts, and theories will be
examined in relation to devel opnental tasks and processes.

COURSE PHI LOSCPHY:

This course is designed to devel op students' understanding of the concepts,
met hodol ogi es, theories and processes of nornmal human psychol ogi cal

devel opnent from conception through |ate childhood. Changes in behavior

t hroughout the life span, will be interpreted as resulting fromthe
dynam c, interdependent, and interactive effects of maturation and
experience.

COURSE GOALS:

To study and devel op an understandi ng of:

1. The Different philosophical assunptions and theoretical viewoints
regarding the nature of man and his psychol ogi cal devel opnent.

2. The net hodol ogi es, research, concepts, theories, and determ nants of
human psychol ogi cal devel opnent from conception through late chil dhood.

3. The devel opnental tasks and processes that characterize each phase of
human psychol ogi cal devel opment from conception through late chil dhood.

4. The interactive and interdependent effects of maturation and experience
on age related changes in human behavi oral devel opnent.

COURSE OBJECTI VES:

To be able to critically discuss and denonstrate, through oral and witten
responses, an understandi ng of:

1. Characteristic age related changes in human behavior and psychol ogi cal
processes from conception through late chil dhood.

2. The interactive and interdependent effects of maturation and experience
on human psychol ogi cal devel opnent.

3. The various philosophical assunptions and theoretical interpretations
regarding the nature of human psychol ogi cal devel opnent.
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4. The met hodol ogi es, research, concepts, theories, and determ nants of
human psychol ogi cal devel opnent.

NOTE: Students should also refer to the course text's acconpanying
"Student Study Guide" for nore specific |learning objectives related to each

chapter of the text, (optional)

TEXTS;

1. Life-Span Devel opnent, Second Edition. J.W Santrock, WC. Brown Co.,
Publ i shers, 1989

2. Student Study Guide. MG Wlraven, (For the course text above),
W C. Brown Co., Publishers, 1989

NOTE: (O her readings may be assigned during the course, at the discretion
of the instructor. Students will also be responsible for understanding

audi o-vi sual, lecture, and student materials presented during the course.
The exact dates of the tests referred to in the follow ng "SYLLABUS"
section wilT be announced in class.

SYLLABUS

UNIT I - Topics (Ch. 1- 3):

- introduction to course and review of course outline

- introduction to life-span devel opnent perspective

- history, issues, and the periods and processes of devel opnent
- the biological foundations of devel opnment

Assi gned Readings: Text - Ch. 1-3
Test #1: Covering all of Unit | assigned readings
UNIT Il - Topics (Ch. 4 - 7):

- prenatal developnent, birth, infant physical devel opnent, reflexes

- sensation, perception, and cognitive devel opnent during infancy

- learning, Piaget's theory, attention, nenory, and |anguage devel opnent
- social, enotional, and personality devel opnent during infancy

- attachnent, daycare, father's role

Assi gned Readings: Text - Ch. 4-7
Test #2: Covering all of Unit Il assigned readings
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UNIT IIl - Topics (Ch. 8 & 9)

- early childhood physical, notor, and cognitive devel opnent

- information processing

- social, enotional, and personality developnent in early chil dhood
- famly and peer relationships and influences

- play and the socialization influences of television

Assi gned Readings: Text - Ch. 8 & 9
Test #3: Covering all of Unit IIl assigned readings

| NSTRUCTI ONAL  METHODOL OGY:

Student learning will be facilitated by |ectures, semnar discussions, and
audi o-vi sual presentations.

EVALUATI ON

Students will be responsible for regular attendance and class participation

in all areas of the course as outlined and for all readings, assignnents,
and tests as requested by the instructor. The course eval uation system can
be nodified at the discretion of the instructor.

The final course grade will be determned as follows:

G ass Attendance 15%
Student unit reports 10%
Test #1 - Ch. 1, 2, 3 25%
Test #2 - Ch. 4, 5, 6, 7 25%
Test #3 - Ch. 8, 9 25%

100%
COLLEGE GRADI NG PQOLI CY

A+ = 90-100%
A = 80-89%
B - 70-79%
C = 60-69%
R = bel ow 60
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SPECI AL NOTES

If a student is unable to nmake a test due to serious illness or incident,
he or she is obligated to contact the instructor in person or in witing 24
hours prior to test tinme. The instructor may make a determ nation as to
whet her the student can wite the examat a later date. |If the student
cannot make contact with the instructor they are to call 759-6774, ext 560
or 541 and |eave a nessage. Failure to provide the instructor with
notification will result in a grade of zero.

The instructor reserves the right to alter course material and grading as
deenmed necessary.

Students with special needs (eg. physical limtations, visual inpairnments,
hearing inpairments, learning disabilities) are encouraged to discuss
requi red accommodations confidentially with the instructor.

Your instructor reserves the right to nodify the course as he/she deens
necessary to neet the needs of students.
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| have read the course outline for "Devel opnental Psychol ogy" and
understand the requirenments. This docunent wil be filed in ny records

D.S.W Student:

Dat e:



